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Problem     Barrier     Predicament     Set-back     Obstacle     Hindrance 

Complication     Difficulty     Brick Wall     Challenge  
 

Whatever you call it, we all encounter things that stand between us and our goals. Whether it is a 

particular course, personal issues, financial difficulties, or multiple responsibilities, persistence  
is essential for success. 

 
According to the American Heritage Dictionary, to persist is ñto hold firmly and steadfastly to a 

purpose, state, or undertaking despite obstacles, warnings, or setbacks.ò   Persistence is kind of like 

this cartoon that you may have seen. 

 
 

I want to encourage each of you to develop the quality of persistenceðset your goals and work until 

you achieve them.   
Easy?  

No, it never is.  
 

History is full of individuals who have succeeded through persistence:   Abraham Lincoln , 
Wilma Rudolph , Martin Luther King, Jr. , Alice Paul , and Thomas Edison  are just a few 

examples.   You might want to learn about some of these individuals.  It can be inspiring. 

 

If you need some encouragement in persisting, try watching The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch. 

You can find the full version at the Carnegie Mellon University website. 

http://www.cmu.edu/uls/journeys/randy-pausch/index.html  

A shorter version, which is an excerpt from Oprah, is available on YouTube. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9ya9BXClRw 
 

Hang in there, and remember that Student Support Services is here to lend a hand. 

 

Dawna Remencus 

Director, Student Support Services 
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School of Natural Science and Mathematics 
Chancellorôs Scholar Awardð Amanda Clarkston 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OUR 2008 ì2009 

GRADUATES  

Ellen Larsh 
 

Kyndra Lawrence 
 

Marilee LeVasseur 
 

Piedad Llerena 
 

Terrie Mello 
 

Stacy Moistner 
 

Jennifer Prescott 
 

Luzetta Rummel 
 

Lori Salazar 
 

Charles Satterfield 
 

Harley Schultz Jr. 
 

Stacy Smith 
 

Amber Spurgin 
 

Adrine Washington 

Special Honors  

Danika Allen 
 

Andrew Anderson ñ Purdue 
 

Marci Asher 
 

Angela Baker 
 

Julie Ball 
 

Terri Benjamin 
 

Angela Bruno 
 

Amanda Clarkston 
 

Nitasha Coles 
 

Julie Combs 
 

Lisa Day 
 

Amy Dickerson 
 

Amanda Edwards 
 

Beth Grant 
 

Carrie Hampton 
 

Kristin Kaboski 

We were born to succeed, not to fail. 

~Henry David Thoreau 



Favorite IU East Memory: IU East Welcome Back Event  

in 2005 
 
Advice for incoming Freshman: I would recommend  

freshman to attend as many events as possible. 
 

~ Chuck Satterfield 

Advice for incoming Freshman: I would make sure incoming  

freshman are aware of what exactly S.S.S. is for and how helpful 
they can be. I did not ask for help until my senior year and looking 

back, I wish I would have asked for help way before then. Honestly, I 
probably would have if I had known what was available through 
SSS. Everyone in Student Support Services was so helpful and 

friendly and never made me feel like any less of a student for asking 
for help. My grades and GPA improved a lot when I started receiving 
testing assistance.  

 
Nursing school is one of the hardest things I have ever done in my life and right 

when I felt like I couldnõt do it anymore, SSS provided me with the extra assistance 
and boost of confidence to make it through successfully. Looking back, I would 
probably tell any incoming freshman to stick it out and donõt be afraid to ever ask 

for help. Yes, it may get really, really hard but you just have to keep telling yourself 
òNothing worthwhile is ever easyó. 

 
~ Amber Spurgin  

My most memorable moment at IU East is meeting new people in my classes and 

forming lasting friendships. 

 

Person who helped me the most while at IU East: Eleni Siatra in Tutorial Services 

 

Advice for incoming Freshman: Take advantage of all the campus has to offer, clubs, 

tutorial services, free lunches, library services, and if applicable take advantage of  

Student Support Services. 

 

~ Marilee LeVasseur 


